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1. Thisseminar gave me greater clarity about the issues of
sexuality/homosexuality that face thischurch.

Comments:

Allthe content wasvaluable and presented in an interesting way. I could have sat and
lissened allday.

You gave greatinsight about what we are missing in fellowship.

It did open my eyesforthe need to bring these issuesto the table to come to a resolution.
Idid gain understanding of how conflicting Scriptural passagescan be broughtto bear on this
issue.

The emphassfocusseemed to be on scripture and the Lutheran ‘lens and not so much on
sexuality.

Thissession seemed to me not s0o much about the specific issuesof sexuality/homosexuality,
but about carefully laying the foundation forthat conversation by examining Lutheran
hermeneutics.

Idid not feel that the issue of sexuality/homosexuality wasaddressed. | came prepared to
learn, with questionsetc. —but received nothing helpful about the issuesat hand.

The discussion on homosexuality lasted about 20 minutes. lam very disappointed in the
Bishop’saversion to the topic thatlcame to discuss.

The issueswere neverreally addressed. You did a great job of challenging usto examine
ourselves, but did not addressthe issue.

The issuesreally were not clarified —perhapssmall group discussion for ending questions?
We need more continuing education seminarswithin the synod.

You seemed to have made up your mind and are rebuking me (us) for not falling in line. What
isthe difference between teachervs. facilitator?

Again, helpsme to understand how farwe have to go to openly discussand openly
communicate on thistopic.

After the question and answer sesson, the issueswere explained better.

We did not discussthisissue forlong. However, 1do know that thiswillbe a heated debate
whetherwe wantit to be ornot. Ipersonally believe that the homosexualactissnfulaswell
asothersexual acts—Scripture isclearon this. lalso believe that Jesuswould want usto be
compassonate to those who are struggling with thisissue.

Actually, I think it ‘muddied the waters —but, perhapsthat’'sgood.

Yesand no. It makesclearthe forgivenessof homosexuality, but doesn’t help with marriage
and ordination.

I have only officially been a Lutheran forabout a week. Iam not sure l understand all the
issues.



My uncertainty isrelated to the possbility fora decison which permitsmore than a single
solution.
I continue to pray to know God’swill.

The issue isnot a TV show where clarity comesin a half-hour. It gave me thingsto think about.
Thisseminar, along with the biblical essaysand Journey document will help me decide.
Iwasnot aware of the issue asbeing important before today and the possble damage it can
cause to ourmembership.

I know what a delicate issue isbefore us.

Irealize that we must love the snnerand notthe sn —God’speace isforallpeople.

Need to show application to question more —but thoroughly enjoyed the reiteration of
hermeneutical principles.

I willlet God be the judge.

You need to say it plainly that the ELCA isn't proposing supporting promiscuousbehavior. My
father (88) isafraid there willbe gay men making out in the back of the church with a different
partnerevery week.

Forten yearscongregationshave been telling the leadership of the church that we aren’t
interested in sanctifying homosexual marriagesand you come to thismeeting with no new
material.

I think that the issue hasbeen clear forsome time. How to addressthe issue isthe challenge
forthe church.

I think the gentleman who ask about that the church’sreal issue isconcerning being ordained
orgiven marital blessng wasright on —thisisour real question before the ELCA.

2. Thisseminar gave me greater insight into the development of Scripture and its
place in the life of the church.

Comments:

Both the Bishop’'spresentation and the pre-seminar readinesswere very valuable to me in my
personal ability to addressthe issue.

| knew much of this, but thiswasa good review.

The Bishop presented thisvery well, but again thatisnot the issue at hand.

Good general review.

Bishop Lohrmann isa fantastic teacher. He isindeed blessed.

It wasa great presentation —that’snot what we came here to discuss.

Bishop Lohrmann did a wonderful job. lappreciated hisenthusasm and love for Scripture.
Why read between the lines?

Ithink we are more like the Phariseesthan Irealized. 1 know that I need to be enlightened.
Very welldone. Thankyou for bringing usto the center of the scripture.

Very interesting and informative. Enlightened me asa fairly new Lutheran on the pergpective
of Martin Luther.

Very good to point out how the Canon developed.



3. Through this seminar | gained insight into some (Lutheran) principles for
interpreting Scripture —including the centrality of Christ for such interpretation.

Comments:

Christ said your sinsare forgiven —go and sn no more. Not go and continue to sin.

Ididn’'t follow all of this.

Ididn’t learn anything I didn’t already know.

You have made some thingsvery clear—particularly about what I should be listening forin my
pastorsand my own message.

More of thisneeded on not just thisissue.

Too bad allcongregationswillnot be able to experience thismeeting. Thismay be an area
that clergy could addressand let laity discuss specifics.

My ‘insght’ of the day —using a faulty lensto study the scripture islike usng a microscope
instead of a telescope. Microscope islike a small picture (law) and the telescope the larger
view of love, justification, and forgiveness.

Yes, the spreading of Christ’slove to allpeople isthe preeminent condderation.

One needsa reason to read the Apology to the Augsburg Confession. I'm glad it was
suggested reading for thisseminar.

4. The seminar provided me with some foundational understanding, which will
assist me to be a participant in thisconversation in the next few years.

Comments:

It wasgreat for Bishop Lohrmann to lead thisdiscusson. It showshow deeply committed he is
to thisconversation.

Bishop Lohrmann did a great job of getting through to me about faith and forgivenessand
the understanding of dn.

Thisneedsto be an ongoing concern and conversation.

Thisisgood background for much further study.

Will there everbe an opportunity for laity in an extended period of time to ask questionsand
receive answers?

What conversation? Name it!!

We keep on talking about how we should talk about the issue —but never talk.

Thiswasa complete waste of my time. No insight offered orreceived on the issue at hand.
Iwasunclear how the issue wascovered.

I'm sad that we dtill talk about homosexuality assin vs. activity.

It reminded me again that one can choose segmentsof Scripture to support almost any
viewpoint one choosesto advance.

It gave me quegtionsto find answersto for myself.

It helped to have some Biblical backup for my views.



We Lutheransneed the scriptural basisfor gay/lesbian incluson so that the recent Episcopal
church quagmire doesnot engulf us.

lhope we don’t spend the next few yearstalking only about thisissue.

If the Lutheran church spendsthe next two yearstalking about thisissue, then we are in
trouble.

For many varying reasonsl believe the discussion isdone, and we are only waiting for the
ELCA to again bring about the ‘consensus decison they have already made.

Irealize the ELCA hasalready decided what it wantsand isjust trying to make it sesem like the
masseswant this. How shameful of Bishop Hanson!

Icould notbe a participant in these discussions. There are too many Scripture versesagainst
homosexuality. lam not judging, just stating what God says. Ifeelitisa bad answerwhen we
hear the church keep saying we are judging when we are just quoting what God says, not us.
I willoppose lifestyles, otherthan those approved in the Bible, to be taughtin our
congregations.

A question | would like to ask is...

You dodged the only question that addressed the issue.

Whatisa sn?

How doesthe church define homosexuality? Isit just based on who (what gender) you are
having sex with?

Do you believe that most homosexuals‘choose’ to be gay asopposed to be born that way.
After watching my child struggle with thisproblem, lam convinced it isgenetic.

Somewhere we need to get down to specifics.
How do we ‘turn them around?’

In spite of an appeal forunity, Paul still doesnot tolerate sn. Comment on why we feelwe are
better than the early church? Why do we, unlike Luther, lack confidence in *here | ssand?’

How can llearn to be more open and respectful of opinionsand beliefsthat differ from those
about which I strongly believe?

If we believe homosexual behaviorisa sin | feel the leadership and ELCA publicationswant us
to believe we are lessChristian. Grace coversoursinsbut we need to repent and turn from
whateverour sn is.

You mentioned in regard to an affairyou would talk with the person and give them a chance
to repent (they snned). Would you do the same forsomeone you found involved in a
homosexual relationship? (They sinned.)

Doesn’t Jesuspositive attitude regarding marriage and children deserve major consderation
covering the issue of sexuality?

Today isthe first time I have heard the word repentance used in a long time. Isthissomething
people do not need to do?

Do we need to feel condemned fornot accepting homosexualsinto the priesthood and into
the marital join?



Why do you make it look like the issue ishaving love/compassion for the homosexual when this
isa life choice thatisnot condoned in the eyesof God? Are we to set up homosexual
relationshipsasrole modelsforour children?

If church leadership rulesare given in 2 Timothy and if 2 Timothy isto be followed how can we
blessavowed homosexuals, drunks, etc. aspastors?

Why are the leadersof the ELCA pushing thisagenda? Through the document, Journey
Together Raithfully, | got the feeling that the ELCA have interpreted the Bible in a way that
they know more than God. Maybe you should be worried about bringing blacksand
Higpanicsinto the church, snce there were none present today.

Why do | feel that the ELCA issneaking the passng of these statementsif every member could
vote it would not pass.

Ihave read that ordained homosexualswould be required to vow celibacy. Thisistrue in the
Catholic church —do we really want to degrade the ELCA in a smilar manner?

Afterreading the materials, there are in my view holesin some logic with looking at the issue
through eyesof faith and reconciliation; isthere no consideration of good logic?

Why are we not talking about this? |see political maneuvering and an attemptto appease
the massesthat disagree with the high church with jargon. |see this‘power trip’ manifesting
itself in the issue of homosexuality; though the realissue ssemsto be a movement to deny
Christ with *higher thought.” Thisisnot the last issue that will illustrate human nature in the
church attempting to take power from God, which isof course, abusive.

How can Scripture be jugtified orused to condone homosexuality?

How can Scripture be authoritative if people interpret it to make it say what they want and if
the scripturesare no longer authoritative forusare we ill Lutheran?

Why isthissynod conddering same-sex marriageswhen it saysin 1 Corinthiansthatitisa sn?
Afterthe decison ismade, how can we be unified when thisissue hingeson ourinterpretation
of God’'sword?

Why do people who have theirmind made up botherto come?

Why can’t people mind theirown busness? Keep the church out of ourbedrooms.

Should heterosexualsgive up sexto be a part of the ELCA church —just wondering since the
homosexualsshould.

If we go home and ‘chew’ on thisinformation, when can we vent our opinionsbefore the final
decison ismade? Willthere everbe a vote orwho willdecide a place forus?

How do you handle a person who isa practicing gay orlesbian and who stillwantsto be a
minister?

Why ordain gaysand put them in role model postions?

Do we need to distinguish between welcoming homosexualsand leshiansinto our fellowship
aschildren of God; approving them in postionsof pastoral responsbility in the church;
recognizing homosexual/leshian unionsasmarriage asit hasbeen historically known and
understood.

Can we be directed to online resourcesfor continuing thisconversation —more than is
currently available?

Can further lay only seminarsbe held where more discussion of the Scriptural interpretation
canbe had?

Bishop Lohrmann, why did you not hold up Merton Srommen’sbook asa resource?

How can we encourage maximum participation in thisissue?

Can you keep offering teaching sessonsto uson all sortsof issues?

Would it be possble to have a forum regarding sexuality/homosexuality and issueswithin the
church forregular attending membersof congregations?
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