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HOW DO LUTHERANS INTERPRET THE BIBLE? 
Partic ipant Feedbac k  SUMMARY 
St. Mark’s, Bowling Green November 1, 2003 
 
Northwestern Ohio Synod ELCA 

 
 
1.  This seminar gave me greater c larity about the issues of 

sexuality/ homosexuality that fac e this c hurc h. 
 
Comments: 
 
·  All the content was va luable and  p resented  in an interesting way.  I could  have sa t and  

listened  a ll day. 
·  You gave grea t insight about wha t we a re missing in fellowship . 
·  It d id  open my eyes for the need to  b ring these issues to the tab le to come to  a  resolution. 
·  I d id  ga in understand ing of how c onflic ting Scrip tura l passages c an be b rought to bea r on this 

issue. 
 
·  The emphasis/ foc us seemed  to  be on sc rip ture and  the Lutheran ‘ lens’  and  not so much on 

sexuality. 
·  This session seemed  to  me not so muc h about the spec ific  issues of sexuality/homosexuality, 

but about c arefully laying the founda tion for tha t c onversa tion by examining Lutheran 
hermeneutic s. 

 
·  I d id  not feel tha t the issue of sexuality/homosexuality was add ressed .  I c ame prepa red  to  

learn, with questions etc . – but rec eived  nothing help ful about the issues a t hand . 
·  The d iscussion on homosexua lity lasted about 20 minutes.  I am very d isappointed in the 

Bishop’ s aversion to  the top ic  tha t I came to d iscuss. 
·  The issues were never rea lly add ressed .  You d id  a grea t job of c hallenging us to  examine 

ourselves, but d id  not add ress the issue. 
·  The issues rea lly were not c la rified  – perhaps small group d iscussion for ending questions? 
·  We need more continuing educa tion semina rs within the synod . 
·  You seemed to have made up  your mind  and  a re rebuking me (us) for not fa lling in line.  Wha t 

is the d ifferenc e between teacher vs. fac ilita tor? 
·  Aga in, helps me to  understand  how fa r we have to  go to  openly d iscuss and openly 

c ommunic a te on this top ic . 
 
·  After the question and  answer session, the issues were expla ined better. 
·  We did  not d iscuss this issue for long.  However, I do know tha t this will be a  hea ted deba te 

whether we want it to be or not.  I personally believe tha t the homosexual ac t is sinful as well 
as other sexual ac ts – Sc rip ture is c lea r on this.  I a lso believe tha t Jesus would want us to be 
c ompassiona te to  those who are struggling with this issue. 

 
·  Ac tua lly, I think it ‘muddied  the wa ters’  – but, perhaps tha t’ s good . 
·  Yes and no.  It makes c lear the forgiveness of homosexua lity, but doesn’ t help  with marriage 

and  ord ina tion. 
·  I have only o ffic ia lly been a  Lutheran for about a  week.  I am not sure I understand a ll the 

issues. 
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·  My unc erta inty is rela ted to the possib ility for a  dec ision whic h permits more than a  single 
so lution. 

·  I continue to pray to  know God ’ s will. 
 
·  The issue is not a  TV show where c la rity comes in a  ha lf-hour.  It gave me things to think about. 
·  This seminar, a long with the b ib lic a l essays and  Journey document will help  me dec ide. 
·  I was not aware of the issue as being important before today and  the possib le damage it can 

c ause to our membership . 
·  I know wha t a  delic a te issue is before us. 
 
·  I rea lize tha t we must love the sinner and  not the sin – God ’ s peac e is for a ll people. 
·  Need  to  show app lica tion to  question more – but thoroughly enjoyed the reitera tion of 

hermeneutic a l p rinc ip les. 
·  I will let God  be the judge. 
·  You need to say it p la inly tha t the ELCA isn’ t p roposing supporting p romiscuous behavior.  My 

fa ther (88) is a fra id  there will be gay men making out in the bac k of the churc h with a  d ifferent 
partner every week. 

 
 
·  For ten years congrega tions have been telling the leadership  of the church tha t we a ren’ t 

interested  in sanc tifying homosexual marriages and  you c ome to this meeting with no new 
ma teria l. 

·  I think tha t the issue has been c lear for some time.  How to address the issue is the c hallenge 
for the church. 

·  I think the gentleman who ask about tha t the churc h’ s rea l issue is c onc erning being ordained  
or g iven marita l b lessing was right on – this is our rea l question before the ELCA. 

 
 
 
2.  This seminar gave me greater insight into the development of Sc ripture and its 

p lac e in the life of the c hurc h. 
 
Comments: 
 
·  Both the Bishop ’ s presenta tion and the pre-seminar readiness were very va luable to  me in my 

persona l ab ility to  address the issue. 
·  I knew much of this, but this was a  good review. 
·  The Bishop  p resented  this very well, but again tha t is not the issue a t hand . 
·  Good  genera l review. 
·  Bishop Lohrmann is a  fantastic  teacher.  He is indeed  b lessed . 
·  It was a  grea t p resenta tion – tha t’ s not wha t we came here to  d iscuss. 
·  Bishop Lohrmann d id  a wonderful job .  I app rec ia ted  his enthusiasm and  love for Sc rip ture. 
·  Why read between the lines? 
·  I think we a re more like the Pharisees than I rea lized .  I know tha t I need to  be enlightened . 
·  Very well done.  Thank you for b ringing us to  the center o f the scrip ture. 
·  Very interesting and  informa tive.  Enlightened  me as a fa irly new Lutheran on the perspec tive 

of Martin Luther. 
·  Very good to point out how the Canon developed . 
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3.  Through this seminar I gained insight into some (Lutheran) princ ip les for 
interpreting Sc ripture – inc luding the c entra lity of Christ for suc h interpretation. 

 
 

Comments: 
 
·  Christ sa id  your sins a re forgiven – go and  sin no more.  Not go and  continue to sin. 
·  I d idn’ t fo llow a ll o f this. 
·  I d idn’ t learn anything I d idn’ t a lready know. 
·  You have made some things very c lear – particularly about wha t I should  be listening for in my 

pastor’ s and my own message. 
·  More of this needed on not just this issue. 
·  Too bad  a ll c ongrega tions will not be ab le to experienc e this meeting.  This may be an area 

tha t c lergy c ould address and let la ity d isc uss spec ific s. 
·  My ‘ insight’  o f the day – using a  faulty lens to study the scrip ture is like using a  mic roscope 

instead  of a  telesc ope.  Mic roscope is like a  sma ll p ic ture (law) and  the telescope the la rger 
view of love, justific a tion, and  forgiveness. 

·  Yes, the spread ing of Christ’ s love to  a ll peop le is the p reeminent considera tion. 
·  One needs a  reason to read  the Apology to  the Augsburg Confession.  I’m glad  it was 

suggested  reading for this seminar.   
 
 
               
4.  The seminar provided me with some foundational understanding, whic h will 

assist me to be a partic ipant in this c onversation in the next few years. 
 
 

Comments: 
 
·  It was grea t for Bishop Lohrmann to lead this d iscussion.  It shows how deeply committed he is 

to  this c onversa tion. 
·  Bishop Lohrmann d id  a grea t job  of getting through to  me about fa ith and  forg iveness and 

the understanding of sin. 
 
·  This needs to  be an ongoing conc ern and  conversa tion. 
·  This is good  bac kground for much further study. 
·  Will there ever be an opportunity for la ity in an extended period  of time to  ask questions and  

rec eive answers? 
 
·  What c onversa tion?  Name it!! 
·  We keep  on ta lking about how we should  ta lk about the issue – but never ta lk. 
·  This was a  complete waste of my time.  No insight o ffered or rec eived  on the issue a t hand . 
·  I was unc lea r how the issue was covered . 
 
·  I’m sad tha t we still ta lk about homosexuality as sin vs. ac tivity. 
 
 
·  It reminded me again tha t one can c hoose segments of Scrip ture to  support a lmost any 

viewpoint one c hooses to advanc e. 
·  It gave me questions to  find  answers to  for myself. 
·  It helped to have some Bib lic a l backup  for my views. 
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·  We Lutherans need  the scrip tura l basis for gay/ lesb ian inc lusion so tha t the rec ent Ep iscopal 
c hurc h quagmire does not engulf us. 

 
·  I hope we don’ t spend  the next few yea rs ta lking only about this issue. 
·  If the Lutheran c hurc h spends the next two yea rs ta lking about this issue, then we a re in 

trouble. 
·  For many varying reasons I believe the d iscussion is done, and  we are only waiting for the 

ELCA to again b ring about the ‘ consensus’  dec ision they have a lready made. 
·  I rea lize the ELCA has a lready dec ided wha t it wants and is just trying to make it seem like the 

masses want this.  How shameful o f Bishop  Hanson! 
 
·  I could  not be a pa rtic ipant in these d iscussions.  There a re too many Scrip ture verses aga inst 

homosexuality.  I am not judging, just sta ting wha t God  says.  I feel it is a  bad answer when we 
hear the churc h keep saying we a re judging when we a re just quoting wha t God says, not us. 

·  I will oppose lifestyles, o ther than those app roved in the Bib le, to be taught in our 
c ongrega tions. 

 
 
1. A question I would like to ask is… 
 
·  You dodged the only question tha t add ressed the issue. 
 
·  What is a  sin? 
·  How does the church define homosexuality?  Is it just based on who (wha t gender) you a re 

having sex with? 
·  Do you believe tha t most homosexuals ‘ choose’  to  be gay as opposed to  be born tha t way.  

After wa tc hing my child  struggle with this p rob lem, I am convinc ed it is genetic . 
 
·  Somewhere we need to get down to spec ific s. 
 
·  How do we ‘ turn them around?’  
 
·  In sp ite o f an appeal for unity, Paul still does not tolera te sin.  Comment on why we feel we are 

better than the ea rly c hurc h?  Why do we, unlike Luther, lac k confidenc e in ‘ here I stand?’  
 
 
·  How can I lea rn to be more open and  respec tful of op inions and  beliefs tha t d iffer from those 

about whic h I strongly believe? 
 
 
·  If we believe homosexua l behavior is a  sin I feel the leadership and ELCA pub lica tions want us 

to  believe we are less Christian.  Grac e covers our sins but we need  to  repent and  turn from 
wha tever our sin is. 

·  You mentioned  in rega rd  to  an a ffa ir you would  ta lk with the person and  give them a c hanc e 
to  repent (they sinned ).  Would  you do the same for someone you found  involved  in a  
homosexual rela tionship? (They sinned .) 

 
·  Doesn’ t Jesus positive a ttitude regard ing marriage and c hild ren deserve ma jor considera tion 

c overing the issue of sexuality? 
·  Today is the first time I have hea rd the word  repentanc e used in a  long time.  Is this something 

peop le do not need to do? 
·  Do we need  to  feel condemned  for not ac c ep ting homosexuals into the priesthood and into  

the marita l join? 
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·  Why do you make it look like the issue is having love/ c ompassion for the homosexual when this 
is a  life c hoic e tha t is not condoned  in the eyes of God?  Are we to  set up homosexua l 
rela tionships as role models for our child ren? 

·  If churc h leadership  rules a re given in 2 Timothy and  if 2 Timothy is to be followed  how c an we 
b less avowed homosexua ls, d runks, etc . as pastors? 

 
 
·  Why are the leaders of the ELCA pushing this agenda?  Through the document, Journey 

Together Fa ithfully, I got the feeling tha t the ELCA have interp reted the Bib le in a  way tha t 
they know more than God .  Maybe you should  be worried about b ring ing b lac ks and 
Hispanic s into  the churc h, sinc e there were none present today. 

·  Why do I feel tha t the ELCA is sneaking the passing of these sta tements if every member c ould 
vote it would  not pass. 

·  I have read  tha t orda ined  homosexuals would  be required  to  vow c elibacy.  This is true in the 
Ca tholic  c hurc h – do we rea lly want to degrade the ELCA in a  similar manner? 

 
·  After reading the ma teria ls, there a re in my view holes in some log ic  with looking a t the issue 

through eyes of fa ith and  reconc ilia tion; is there no considera tion of good  log ic? 
·  Why are we not ta lking about this?  I see politica l maneuvering and an a ttemp t to  appease 

the masses tha t d isagree with the high churc h with ja rgon.  I see this ‘ power trip ’  manifesting 
itself in the issue of homosexuality; though the rea l issue seems to be a movement to  deny 
Christ with ‘higher thought.’   This is not the last issue tha t will illustra te human na ture in the 
c hurc h a ttemp ting to  take power from God , which is o f course, abusive. 

 
·  How can Scrip ture be justified  or used  to  condone homosexuality? 
·  How can Scrip ture be authorita tive if peop le interp ret it to  make it say wha t they want and  if 

the sc rip tures are no longer authorita tive for us a re we still Lutheran? 
·  Why is this synod considering same-sex marriages when it says in 1 Corinthians tha t it is a  sin? 
·  After the dec ision is made, how can we be unified when this issue hinges on our interpreta tion 

of God ’ s word? 
 
·  Why do people who have their mind made up  bother to c ome? 
·  Why c an’ t people mind their own business?  Keep  the churc h out o f our bed rooms. 
·  Should heterosexuals give up sex to  be a  part o f the ELCA c hurch – just wondering sinc e the 

homosexuals should . 
 
·  If we go home and ‘ chew’  on this informa tion, when can we vent our op inions before the fina l 

dec ision is made?  Will there ever be a vote or who will dec ide a p lac e for us? 
 
·  How do you handle a person who is a  p rac tic ing gay or lesb ian and who still wants to be a 

minister? 
·  Why ordain gays and  put them in role model positions? 
·  Do we need  to  d istinguish between welcoming homosexua ls and lesb ians into  our fellowship 

as c hildren of God ; approving them in positions of pastora l responsib ility in the c hurch; 
rec ognizing homosexual/ lesb ian unions as marriage as it has been historica lly known and 
understood . 

 
·  Can we be d irec ted to online resourc es for continuing this conversa tion – more than is 

c urrently ava ilab le? 
·  Can further lay only seminars be held where more d iscussion of the Scrip tura l interp reta tion 

c an be had? 
·  Bishop Lohrmann, why d id  you not ho ld  up  Merton Strommen’s book as a  resourc e? 
·  How can we encourage maximum partic ipa tion in this issue? 
·  Can you keep  offering teaching sessions to  us on a ll sorts o f issues? 
·  Would  it be possib le to  have a forum rega rd ing sexuality/ homosexua lity and  issues within the 

c hurc h for regula r a ttending members of congrega tions? 
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