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HOW DO LUTHERANS INTERPRET THE BIBLE? 
Participant Feedback  SUMMARY 
St. Paul, Upper Sandusky November 2, 2003 
 
Northwestern Ohio Synod ELCA 

 
 
 
1.  This seminar gave me greater c larity about the issues of 

sexuality/ homosexuality that fac e this c hurc h. 
 
Comments: 
 
·  Not sure anything is resolved.  People’s minds are largely made up or they avoid it. 
·  I still need more clarification on this issue.  I’m still struggling with Christ-led vs. culture-

led for this issue. 
·  I received no clarity.  Where does the Lutheran church stand?  Greater clarity cannot 

come before basic clarity. 
·  If you tell yourself or anyone else something is okay long enough, they will believe it. 
·  After 3 hours I only heard the term homosexuality mentioned maybe 2 times.  I didn’t 

realize I was coming to a 3-hour discussion about homosexuality.  The material 
covered in the first 3 hours should have been condensed to 1 hour or less.  I was 
totally disappointed with the presentation. 

·  This gave me greater clarity of the more important issue of being solidly grounded in 
scriptures before the question can be addressed. 

·  More time should have been spent on ELCA’s past and present thoughts on gay 
ordination and same-sex marriage. 

·  Insights by the Bishop gave me new thoughts about the issue – I knew what I believed 
coming here and I am further convinced of my beliefs now. 

·  Excellent review. 
·  I’m unsure if the issue is to accept the issues of sexuality/homosexuality into the 

church as okay. 
·  We came because of the resolution regarding homosexual/lesbian welcome passed 

at the synodical convention of the Women of the ELCA. 
 
 
2.  This seminar gave me greater insight into the development of Sc ripture 

and its p lac e in the life of the c hurc h. 
 

 
Comments: 
 
·  Good history of the church past; but, for the future of the church, very little. 
·  The Bishop did provide some good insights into things I was not aware of.  I thought 

there would be a connection of scripture with the issue we were to be dealing with. 
·  What does the ELCA constitution say? 



 2 

·  Before coming here I mistakenly thought the Bible was not as important in the 
Lutheran church as it really is.  I enjoyed the discussion about the importance of the 
Bible in the church and it has changed my outlook on the Bible. 

·  I need to use this insight before deciding the issue. 
 
 
 
3.  Through this seminar I gained insight into some (Lutheran) princ ip les for 

interpreting Sc ripture – inc luding the c entra lity of Christ for suc h 
interpretation. 

 
 

Comments: 
 
·  Thank you for really trying; it’s important to work at hard things. 
·  I learned enough to consider leaving the Lutheran church.  I cannot understand this 

at all.  I would leave to seek another church – a church that puts on the Christian 
lense. 

·  The topic has nothing to do with how we feel – it’s what the Bible says. 
·  This seemed to totally dominate the presentation and was very overdone.  I’m not so 

much interested in how Lutherans interpret scripture as what scripture actually says. 
·  In spite of all the material (Background Essay and Journey Together Faithfully), much 

of which is specious and an attempt to foist off on congregations a single 
acceptance voice.  Homosexuality is a sin and needs the same cleansing as murder, 
gluttony, gossip, thievery, etc. 

·  Good foundation for studies facing the church in years to come. 
 
             

    
4.  The seminar provided me with some foundational understanding, whic h 

will assist me to be a partic ipant in this c onversation in the next few 
years. 

 
 

Comments: 
 
·  We need to have meetings to talk about the issue. 
·  Next step – forum with both sides providing scripture justification for their positions. 
·  I feel we should do as the Bereans in Acts 17: 10-11. 
·  I was greatly surprised at how much material has been given in a minimal amount of 

time. 
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1. A question I would like to ask is… 
 
·  The measure of volume of passages in the Bible, both Old and New Testament, is 

sufficient to cause us to address the ‘problem’ adequately, just as we address 
homosexuality, adultery, fornication.  It is part of the sin of natural man.  I do not know 
that it is an orientation, rather it is an inclination as are all sins. 

·  The problem of leadership in the church regarding homosexuality. 
·  Would be helpful to have a gay ordained minister speak to the issue in this context.  

You tried hard to represent the gay viewpoint, but the issue would be better 
understood coming from the ‘real thing.’ 

·  If we had practicing bank robbers as pastors, would we be doing such a study? 
·  Why is the ELCA challenging prior social statements and planning to champion the 

rostering of homosexuals? 
·  What is the current ELCA policy on this issue? 
·  If the ELCA adopts blessing same-sex unions and ordaining non-celibate gays, what 

options do I have, finding this contrary to the Scripture, short of exiting the church? 
·  We have been taught for many years that homosexual behaviors are sinful and that 

God’s laws don’t change; how can we be constantly revisiting this issue? 
·  Why is the Lutheran church bowing to a few when homosexuality is wrong and is said 

many times in the Bible – ‘a sin is a sin.’ 
·  Are we even asking the right questions?  Gossip is certainly a more prevalent and 

more damaging sin, yet we don’t have major position papers or studies about this. 
·  How can you or the ELCA say that homosexuality is okay when the Bible says that it is 

a sin and for salvation we must repent and be forgiven of our sin?  Love the sinner; 
hate the sin. 

·  The Bible is the true word of God – we cannot change or add to it.  I accept it as 
God’s word and will not depart from it. 

·  Why were you able to tell the husband who fell in love with another woman in the 
church that this was not God’s will, but unable to do the same for a pastor who was 
married and in homosexual relations at the same time?  If you did, you forgot to 
mention this is your lecture**.  Why were we told this would be an opportunity for 
discussion when it was a lecture?   

·  Is the question before us concerning the sexual issue Christ led or is the church being 
led by the action of the culture? 

·  How can anyone of us judge someone else when we do not understand anything 
about the person?  Why do we naturally assume that homosexuals do not commit to 
only one person? 

·  Can we find a way to be compassionate and Christ-like with self- ID’d homosexuals 
while preserving unity in the whole Lutheran church? 

·  Can we mutually sin boldly while believing even more boldly and by leaving this to 
congregations to decide – one way or the other? 

·  What programs or resources are available in the ELCA to help people out of 
homosexual lifestyles and if they exist, are they being strongly supported and 
promoted? 

 
 
2.  I would like the bishop to know… 
 
·  Genesis 2:18-25 explains clearly God’s intent in His design for human sexuality.  Why 

can’t we SEE and accept this?  Giving the blessing of the church to homosexuality is 
just saying to God that we know what’s best for ourselves. 
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·  We need to conserve unity and focus on mission first.  This issue isn’t the same as 
ordination of women or interracial marriage and is mostly a distraction (like the 
creationism debate).  We should be able to deal individually and lovingly with cases 
as they come up. 

·  I am the parent of a homosexual and fear speaking out at a gathering such as this.  
My child feels he is not able to be himself and cannot attend church. 

·  I have a gay child.  Love him as he is unconditionally. 
·  It’s difficult to be excited about repeated studies on the same issues. 
·  This issue will split the church in half as I see it.  Don’t we have an obligation as God’s 

eyes, ears and voices to follow His word – i.e., Genesis, Leviticus? 
·  It is important to continue to have young people question things. 
·  I found this to be very informative and in no way did I think we were going to solely 

talk of the homosexual issue.  Frankly, I believe we need to talk about that issue, but 
we never change minds that have already been made. 

·  I disagree with your comment that you wouldn’t tell a congregation that a single 
pastoral candidate is r is not gay.  If known – a congregation or at least the call 
committee should definitely know of this before issuing a call – will save a lot of 
trouble later. 

·  As a member of a small church, I feel in order to be heard by the ELCA, I joined Word 
Alone. 

·  Why is there a problem with gays if they live their individual lives to the best of their 
ability?  It’s their business.  I lived in a terrible abusive marriage.  We sat in the front 
row every Sunday and played a ‘game.’  This situation hurt many people.  
Homosexuals who feel good respect each other and bring joy to others.  There was 
no support offered to us or for us – it was out business.  We are all God’s children. 

·  I appreciate the development of the ‘core’ understanding to utilize in future 
discussions. 

·  He has done a wonderful job of placing Christ in the center of a very difficult issue 
facing the church. 

·  Thank you for beginning a journey that will be scary to face head on as we deal with 
issues that are not ‘black and white.’ 

·  His love for presenting Bible studies is shown in his gift for doing so.  Though he misses 
doing this regularly, his occasional opportunities to do so are memorable ones in the 
lives of those who attend. 

·  I appreciate your handling of this seminar.  I haven’t totally made up my mind yet.  I 
came here looking for guidance.  I feel that I have a better scriptural basis now to do 
more thinking.  Throughout the ages mankind has always been antagonistic against 
those who were and are ‘different’ – left-handed etc. This issue is just the current one. 

·  I appreciate his attempt to lay a good foundation to guide us in our studies. 
·  I am very disappointed  
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