NORTHWESTERN OHIO 
SYNODICAL WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION 
Board Meeting

August 26, 2006
9 a.m.

St. Mark's Lutheran Church: Bowling Green, Ohio

Present:
President--Corinne Hurni; Vice-president--BrendaShibler; Secretary-Alyce Walden; Treasurer--Judi Miller; Board Members--Barbara Slough [C], Sue McKibben [MY], Diane Dickinson [NC], Jan Maddy [SE], Pauline Weldy [SW], Son Light Editor-Cora Kettler 

Absent:
Connie Castello [E]; No Rep [T]; Pastor Linda Rahe 

Guest: 
Louis Kettler

Opening:
President Corinne Hurni called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. with devotions.

Minutes: 
Alyce Walden, secretary, read the minutes of the June 3,2006 meeting. Minutes accepted as read with correction of spelling of scholarship recipient's name to read Lauer. Copies will be sent with the current minutes.

Treasurer's Report: Judi Miller, treasurer, distributed and reviewed the report. Copy enclosed. She also reviewed the 2006 budget. She had several questions which she will check with Wanda Straub. Also Son light subscriptions will be sent to Judi rather than Cora in order to go through the treasurer's report. The subscription form for the Sonlight will be updated. This report was filed for audit.

Correspondence: Corinne shared that the women's Bible studies and scholarships were acknowledged in the Partners in Mission.

Conference Reports:

CENTRAL: Barb Slough reported that the Fall Retreat will be September 23, 2006 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Our Saviors in Kenton, Ohio. Blanca Allegaria will be the speaker and she works with the Migrant Ministry. Grace Alone will provide music. Communion will conclude the day. The offering will be divided with half to the conference and half to Synodical. In Kind Offering will be items for the migrant ministry. The Spring Assembly will be at First Lutheran in Findlay, Ohio on April 21, 2007. from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m.

EASTERN: Connie Castello was not present but sent her report. The Fall Retreat will be Thursday, September 28, 2006 trom 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Clyde Community Park in Ciyde, Ohio. The theme is "With Christ You Can Act Boldly. The Bible verse is 1 John 5:14​15. The speaker will be Addie Brandt on Serbia and Tanzania trips. In Kind donation will be for the Village house of Fremont. A craft project will be lead by Connie Castello. Cost is $10. Connie suggested that everyone should read and answer the questions in the pamphlet "Our Journey to Wellness-Conversations Along the Way" from the health issue Put Your heart into Raising up Healthy Women and Girls.

MAUMEE VALLEY: Sue McKibben reported that the Fall Retreat will be October 7, 2006 at St. Johns in Hicksville. The theme is Journey to Wellness. Scripture will be Isaiah 38: l6a "Lord, I will live for you, for you alone." The planned speaker is Barb Baker :ITom Parish Nursing; wellness activity will be lead by Susan Mack and Barb Donley of Hicksville; music will be provided by dulcimer players. The Spring Assembly is tentatively scheduled for April 15, 2007 at St. Martins in Archbold. The speaker will be Nancy Stahulack.

NORTH CENTRAL: Diane Dickinson reported that a Fall Retreat has not been scheduled. Discussed the possibility of combining with the Toledo Conference. She hopes that Fall Retreat and Spring Assembly meetings can be planned by having 5 churches that are close to each rotate the planning.

Page 2 - NWOSWO minutes 8/26/2006

SOUTH EASTERN: Jan Maddy reported the conference board met June 13 at Trinity Lutheran in Galion. Most of the time was spent planning for the Fall Retreat which will be held October 14, 2006 at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Prospect. The theme is "Gathered in His Name-Serve Boldly" using the verse: Matthew 18:20. A short play, "A Little Dinner Magic" will be presented by the Acting in Faith group from the Prospect church. There will be time for fellowship, crafts, and a time for each church to share what ministries are happening in their own churches. Besides the regular offering, an In Kind offering of non-perishable foods will be received for the food pantry in Prospect. Spring Assembly for 2007 will be at St. Paul's Lutheran in Bucyms. Fall Retreat for 2007 will be at St. Paul's in North Robinson.  Peace Lutheran in Galion will be host to 12 evangelists from Tanzania on Tuesday, October 17, 2006. A lunch will be served at noon, followed by several speakers in the afternoon, then dinner will be served and all 12 evangelists will speak. All are invited to attend.

SOUTH WESTERN: Pauline Weldy reported that-the Fall Retreat is-November 4,2006, at ​Zion Lutheran Church in Lima. The theme will be "Evangelism and Beyond." Mila Schwabero will have a slide presentation covering her participation with a mission group from Lima who helped in the Louisiana Hurricane Katrina area. Pastor Laurie Strang, Redeemer Lutheran Church in Perrysburg, and a group of others will present a power-point workshop on Evangelism. Jacquie Fritz said this group presented their program at Synod convention and was very good They will have more time at the Retreat than at Synod, which will make it possible for discussion and questions.

TOLEDO: No report

Son Light Report: Cora Kettler stated that the next issue will go to the printer by the end of next week and have it out by Labor Day weekend.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Spiritual Gathering: Several problems occurred and it was decided to hold the "Boldly Claim Jesus" spiritual gathering for Region 6 of the Women of the ELCA for one day only: Saturday, September 9,2006 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. The cost will be $35. The block of rooms was cancelled so those planning to stay overnight need to reregister. At least 6 board members plan to attend and need to send in their registration.

Triennial Convention: Carmon Hogrefe and Jacquie Fritz will be the contact persons for Churchwide. Triennial will be held July 8-13, 2008 at Salt Lake City Utah. Those interested in being delegates should notify. The delegate meetings Will be July 8-10, 2008 and the Triennial Convention activities will be July 10-13, 2008.

NEW BUSINESS:

Scholarships: Sue McKibben reported that the three receiving the $600 scholarships for 2006-2007 are:

Trinity Lutheran Semmary:  Ramona Hayes, a first year Master of Divinity student, is from Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lima, Ohio. This year Ramona has been driving to Columbus from Lima and taking classes during the week. Next year it is her intention to move to Columbus and attend Trinity full-time. Ramona has a lot going for her and has a husband and two children so she will really benefit from the scholarship.
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Capital University: Stacy M. Lauer of Zion Lutheran Church in Gibsonburg. This is the third. consecutive year that Stacy has been chosen. Pastor Kurt Keljo says of her: "This may be the third year that Stacy received it, but she continues to make an outstanding contribution and I simply do not have anyone else who compares from Northwestern Ohio. From the beginning of her time at Capital to the present, she has been very involved in Campus Ministry and related programs. She has been active with our FISCh outreach team, Lutheran Student movement, Campus congregation, environmental efforts and Capateers. Stacy is a Capital University Presidential Service-Learning Scholar and was selected for the ELCA student advocacy team program. Though involved in many projects, she maintains an outstanding academic record as well, majoring in religion with a concentrate in social work as well."

Wittenberg University: Jena Buchhop of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Okolona. Jena is a senior Biology major who, in addition to being an outstanding academic student in a challenging discipline, is very involved in the Wittenberg Choir and Weaver Chapel activities.

Grants:     Sue McKibben reported the 2006 $300 Women and Children Grants for the seven conferences are: CENTRAL: Findlay Hope House for the Homeless, Inc. Since 1990, The Findlay Hope House has been seeking an end to homelessness in Hancock County by transitioning homeless women and their children into permanent housing and by assisting low-income people in securing affordable housing. Their vision is for all residents of the community to have safe, decent, affordable housing.
EASTERN: Safe Harbor Domestic Violence, Sandusky. Safe Harbor, established in 1989, will provide each person with alternatives to family violence in an atmosphere of safety, encouragement and support. Safe Harbor will evaluate the physical and emotional needs of its clients and through collaborative relationships will develop a comprehensive network of services to address. those needs with respect, confidentially and professionalism.
MAUMEE VALLEY: Hospice - The Caring Way of Defiance: Defiance Area Visiting Nurses & Hospice. More than half of the patients served by this non-profit home health program are women. Home health care is an important part of the community's health services and if individuals are taken care of in the best possible manner while in the home setting, complications can be prevented, rehabilitation can take place and the patient may be able to remain in the home without being admitted to an institution.
NORTH CENTRAL: Bowling Green Pregnancy Center. The mission of the Bowling Green Pregnancy Center, established in 1985, is to minister God's truth and love to persons with need related to sexuality, pregnancy, adoption, and post-abortion trauma.
SOUTHEASTERN: Marion Shelter Program. For the past 17 years, the Marion Shelter program has provided the homeless of Marion and surrounding counties a structured opportunity to become self-sufficient through services and support. 
SOUTHWESTERN: Auglaize County Crisis Center, Inc., Wapakoneta. Established in 1985, the Auglaize County Crisis Center is a comprehensive family violence intervention program serving residential and non-residential clients. Its mission is to provide coordinated family intervention programs to ensure the safety, dignity, and self.determination of those involved in violent family relationships.
TOLEDO: Suitably Attired, Toledo. Since 2001 the Suitably Attired agency has been providing low income women, especially those with children, with interview or work appropriate attire and offers individualized support, educational programming and personal attention, prayer and spiritual support.

Women of the ELCA, Region 6D grant recipient: Sue McKibben reported that Lutheran Social Services in Toledo received $2000 for its Latino Family Outreach, Prenatal Care Program.

Lutheran World Relief: Barbara Slough reported on pick up dates for this fall, 2006:
-Saint Paul's Lutheran Church in New Rochester will be Saturday, October 14 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday, October 15 from 12 noon to 3 p.m.
-Waldo will be Friday, October 13 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday, October 14, 8 a.m. to noon.
-Fort Wayne at St. John Lutheran Church will be Saturday morning, October 21.
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Red Hat Ministries: Jan Maddy reported that after 2 years, the group wonders what direction should be taken. The team will get together and brainstorm. Any ideas please notify Jan or Chris Budke.

Nominating Committee: Brenda Shibler, vice-president, will organize this committee which will then elect its own chairman. 

Delegates to Triennial: We can have 6 plus the president. Applications will be sent to each conference. 

NWOSWO Convention: Scheduled for June 22 and 23,2007 at the Civic & convention Center in Lima.

Committees: Site Chairman/coordinator: Pauline Weldy will check for someone from Lima Hostesses/Ushers: Diane Dickinson 
Food: Corinne Hurni will check for 2 continental breakfasts, 2 lunches
Budget: Judi Miller
Offering/Counters: Pauline Weldy, Connie Castello
Credentials/Tellers: Pauline Weldy, Connie Castello
Resolutions: Jan Maddy
Parliamentarian: Corinne will check to see if Pastor James Barkenquast is available Registration/Name Tags: Sue McKibben
Banquet/Entertainment: Barbara Slough-group suggested 1 person/conference on committee
Displays: Cora Kettler
Minutes: Alyce Walden

Theme: Act Boldly-Marked with the Cross of Christ Forever

Workshops: Speakers have breakout sessions?

Speakers: E-mail ideas to Brenda Shibler

Health Promotions: St. Rita's Hospital in Lima

Spring Assemblies: Dates desired would be April 14, 21, 28, 2007
Theme: Act Boldly-Living in the Shadow of the Cross
Scripture: Luke 24:36-49   Theme verse: Luke 24:48
Hymn: Beneath the Cross of Jesus, Green hymnal, p. 107

Mailing Labels: List updated. Question on who replaced Doris Strieter and Mary Ellen Kiesner at  Churchwide. .

Northwest Ohio Injili Tour: List of the Major Gatherings for the Tanzanian Evangelists was distributed.

Next Meeting: Scheduled for November 11,2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at St. Mark's Lutheran Church in Bowling Green. Alyce Walden will secure a room for meetings scheduled at St. Mark's and obtain a key.

Future Meetings: January 20 with January 27, 2007 as snow date will be in Lima in preparation for the NWOSWO Convention.
March 10,2007 at St. Mark's Lutheran Church, Bowling Green.

Adjournment: The meeting closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer. Meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.

Alyce Walden, secretary NWOSWO

